Theatre and Anthropology
Theoretical Approaches to Performance and Theatrical Practices
Verona, University of Verona  •  19–21 November 2026
Conference Programme
All times are Central European Time (CET, UTC+1). With the exception of the opening session, every panel comprises three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion. Online participation is marked explicitly.
The languages of the conference are English and Italian. All presentations in Italian will be accompanied by a simultaneous English translation, projected on screen. 
Conference venues 
Co-working: Polo Zanotto, via S. Francesco 22, Verona 
SMT01: Polo Santa Marta, via Cantarane 24, Verona
SMT08: Polo Santa Marta, via Cantarane 24, Verona
Auletta Maffei: Chiostro di S. Maria della Vittoria, Lungadige Porta Vittoria 41, Verona
Thursday 19 November
	Time
	Room
	Event

	09:45–10:00
	Co-working
	Welcome and opening remarks
Gherardo Ugolini (Università di Verona)
Deputy Director, Skenè Research Centre

	10:00–10:45
	Co-working
	Keynote Lecture: Eva Marinai (Università di Pisa) 
Il sapere corporeo come cultural performance. Baratto e restituzione in Barba e Fo: il Nuovo Teatro e le sue radici popolari [Embodied Knowledge as Cultural Performance: Barter and Restitution in Barba and Fo—the New Theatre and Its Popular Roots]
Introduced by Alessandro Grilli (Università di Pisa)

	10:45–11:00
	—
	Coffee break

	11:00–12:40
	Co-working
	Opening session: Theatre and anthropology across disciplines
Anton Bierl; Fabrizio Deriu; Rajesh Komath; Marta Lietti and Giulia Sissa

	14:45–16:00
	Co-working
	Tragic bodies: Emotions and spectatorship
Giulia Fiore; Nicola Ucciero; Beatrice Veidenberg

	14:45–16:00
	SMT08
	Rehearsal, acting, and performance ethnography
Jonas Tinius; Gaia Burgio; James Critchley

	16:00–16:20
	—
	Coffee break

	16:20–17:35
	Co-working
	Comedy, citizenship, and the ancient polis
Maximilian Allanby-Bassett; Michael Castellino; Shreya Dua

	16:20–17:35
	SMT08
	Ritual matrices: Ancient performance and artificial agency
Ester Fuoco; Laura Muncaciu; Bartek Bednarek

	21:00
	Il Bersagliere
	Conference dinner
Il Bersagliere 
via Dietro Pallone 1, 37121 Verona



11:00–12:40  |  Co-working
Opening session: Theatre and anthropology across disciplines
Chair: Alessandro Grilli (Università di Pisa)
Four papers of 20 minutes, followed by 20 minutes of discussion.
Anton Bierl (Universität Basel): Homeric Heroes in Tragedy in a Postheroic and Dionysian Perspective – and an Anthropological Glance on Sophocles’ Ajax as a Hero in the Making
Fabrizio Deriu (Università di Teramo): Dal Dionysus in 69 ai Performance Studies. L’incontro tra teatro e antropologia nell'avventura teorica e creativa di Richard Schechner [From “Dionysus in 69” to Performance Studies: The Encounter between Theatre and Anthropology in Richard Schechner’s Theoretical and Creative Endeavour]
Rajesh Komath (Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala): The Theyyam prepares: The Text and Body
Marta Lietti (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel) and Giulia Sissa (University of California, Los Angeles): Dionysus Metamorphicus: The Ontology of Transformation in Euripides' Bacchae
14:45–16:00  |  Co-working
Tragic bodies: Emotions and spectatorship
Chair: Alessandro Stavru (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Giulia Fiore (Université de Strasbourg): “Regarding the Pain of Others”: Tragic Emotions, Agency and Spectatorship in Contemporary Classical Reception
Nicola Ucciero (Università degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II”): The ‘New’ Bellerophon: Myth, Society and Culture in Euripides’ Theatre
Beatrice Veidenberg (University of Tartu): From Text to Embodied Experience: Ring Composition as an Immersive Discursive Technique in The Suppliants of Aeschylus
14:45–16:00  |  SMT08
Rehearsal, acting, and performance ethnography
Chair: Nicola Pasqualicchio (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Jonas Tinius (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin): Theatre as Public Theory: Rehearsal, Haltung, and the Anthropology of Performance
Gaia Burgio (Università degli Studi di Messina): Tra impulso e controllo. La risata nella performance dell’attore [Between Impulse and Control: Laughter in the Actor’s Performance]
James Critchley (University of Cambridge): Mobile Genesis and the Limits of Rehearsal-Room Ethnography
16:20–17:35  |  Co-working
Comedy, citizenship, and the ancient polis
Chair: Luca Fiamingo (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Maximilian Allanby-Bassett (University of Oxford): “Let’s get together and feel alright” (Marley, 1977): Aristophanes Frogs and Arginusae
Michael Castellino (Università di Trento): Funerali pubblici e commedia greca: una nuova interazione? Il caso della Pace di Aristofane [Public Funerals and Greek Comedy: A New Interaction? The Case of Aristophanes’ Peace]
Shreya Dua (Durham University): Masculinity and Menander: The Wealthy Athenian Male Citizen
16:20–17:35  |  SMT08
Ritual matrices: Ancient performance and artificial agency
Chair: Andrea Taddei (Università di Pisa)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Ester Fuoco (IULM University, Milan): From Ritual to Algorithm: Reimagining Theatre Anthropology in the Age of Artificial Agency
Laura Muncaciu (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj): Before Drama. Toward an Anthropology of Hittite Performative Action  [online]
Bartek Bednarek (Charles University, Prague): Cult performances beyond ritual matrices: In search of embodied experience of ancient Greek theatrical festivals
21:00  |  Il Bersagliere, via Dietro Pallone 1, 37121 Verona
Conference dinner
Friday 20 November
	Time
	Room
	Event

	09:30–10:15
	Co-working
	Keynote Lecture: 
Simone Beta (Università di Siena) — “Gli altari, i templi degli dei non esistono più; scomparso è il seme di tutta la terra”: Guerra, morte e distruzione nell’Orestea di Eschilo e nelle riscritture moderne” [“The altars, the temples of the gods no longer exist; the seed of the whole earth has vanished”— War, death and destruction in Aeschylus’s Oresteia and in modern adaptations]
Introduced by Andrea Taddei (Università di Pisa)

	10:15–10:30
	—
	Coffee break

	10:30–11:45
	Co-working
	Character, myth, and performative memory
Z. I. Mahmud; Stergiani Ralli; Zeki Cem Kaçar

	10:30–11:45
	SMT01
	Ritual exchange, memory, and belonging
Farima Rezaeianpour; Mahdi Keshavarz Afshar and Tuba (Tara) Mozafari; Shijia Du

	10:30–11:45
	Auletta Maffei
	Communities, spectatorship, and cultural performance
Anna Novokhatko; Maria Grosso; Magda Nabiałek-Przytuła

	11:45–12:00
	—
	Coffee break

	12:00–13:15
	SMT01
	Caste, heritage, and intercultural transformation
Ashutosh Potdar; B. Jeyashree; Arundhati B

	12:00–13:15
	Co-working
	Race, colonialism, and Black performance
Gamze Ar; Mariana França Soutto Mayor; Melisa Bayraktar and Mehmet Salih Yoğun

	14:30–15:45
	Co-working
	Audience, ritual, and theatrical transformation
Abigail Fixel; Maria Cristina Silvani; Vincenzo De Masi

	14:30–15:45
	Auletta Maffei
	Tragedy, grief, and redemption
Gabriela de Souza, Sergio Maciel Junior and Jaqueline Bohn Donada; Angela Mendoza; Marsha McCoy

	15:45–16:05
	—
	Coffee break

	16:05–17:20
	Co-working
	Bodies, memory, and performative limits
Flavia Collyer-Powell; Arianna Frattali; Annamaria Ferrentino

	16:05–17:20
	Auletta Maffei
	Dramaturgy, heritage, and transformative performance
Anoop VR; Pietro Balzarini; Maria Rita Chierchia

	17:40–18:40
	Co-working
	Book presentation  Sophokles, Die Trachinierinnen. 
With Anton Bierl and Gherardo Ugolini

	21:15
	Fucina Culturale Machiavelli
	Performance  Cassandra, at the End, by Dijana Mitrović, followed by a Q&A with Dijana Mitrović and the company
Fucina Culturale Machiavelli, 
via Madonna del Terraglio 10, Verona



10:30–11:45  |  Co-working
Character, myth, and performative memory
Chair: Anton Bierl (Universität Basel)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Z. I. Mahmud (independent scholar): Where Laurels Wear Ashes and Olive Branches Spring from Spears: Homeric Epic as Performative Memory, Trauma, and Identity from Troy to Ithaca  [online]
Stergiani Ralli (independent scholar): Staging Identity: Performance and Character in Chariton’s Callirhoe
Zeki Cem Kaçar (Bartın University): Beyond the Textual Myth: Ritual, Affect, and Presence in Synge’s The Playboy of the Western World
10:30–11:45  |  SMT01
Ritual exchange, memory, and belonging
Chair: Cristiano Ragni (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Farima Rezaeianpour (Tarbiat Modares University): The Efficacy of Sacred Exchange: An Ethnographic Analysis of the Performative Structure of Mandaean Votive Rituals in Khuzestan, Iran  [online]
Mahdi Keshavarz Afshar (Tarbiat Modares University) and Tuba (Tara) Mozafari (Tarbiat Modares University): Rehearsing Belonging: Theatre Anthropology and Contemporary Middle Eastern Diasporic Theatre  [online]
Shijia Du (Shanghai Theatre Academy): From Staged Transgression to Social Drama: Sifan and the Representation of Buddhist Women in Twentieth-Century Taiwan 
10:30–11:45  |  Auletta Maffei
Communities, spectatorship, and cultural performance
Chair: Nicola Pasqualicchio (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Anna Novokhatko (Università di Trento): Enacting the Polis: Antiphanes’ Fragments between Anthropology and Enactivism  [online]
Maria Grosso (Università di Bologna): Oltre il paradigma moderno. Per una prospettiva teatro-antropologica sulla relazione scena-platea nella teatralità contemporanea [Beyond the Modern Paradigm: Towards a Theatre-Anthropological Perspective on the Stage–Audience Relationship in Contemporary Theatricality]
Magda Nabiałek-Przytuła (University of Warsaw): Profaning the Ritual Frame: The Polish Szopka between Cultural Performance and Modern Dramaturgy
12:00–13:15  |  SMT01
Caste, heritage, and intercultural transformation
Chair: Simona Brunetti (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Ashutosh Potdar (FLAME University, Pune): Neither Within Nor Without: Caste, Space, and Liminality in Indian Dramaturgy  [online]
B. Jeyashree (Central University of Tamil Nadu): Transgressing the Stage: Liminality, Spect-Actorship, and Collective Resistance in Tamil Dalit Theatre  [online]
Arundhati B (University of Hyderabad): How a Theatre Makes Its Public: Ritual, Exclusion, and a Solo Form in Eighteenth-Century South India
12:00–13:15  |  Co-working
Race, colonialism, and Black performance
Chair: Silvia Bigliazzi (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Gamze Ar (Bartın University): Performing Color: The Cakewalk, Embodied Spectatorship, and Intraracial Identity in Zora Neale Hurston’s Color Struck  [online]
Mariana França Soutto Mayor (University of São Paulo): The Companhia Negra de Revista and the Development of a Black theatrical scene in Brazil
Melisa Bayraktar (Hasan Kalyoncu University) and Mehmet Salih Yoğun (Hasan Kalyoncu University): Interconnections between anthropology and colonialism in Eugene O’Neill’s play The Emperor Jones  [online]
14:30–15:45  |  Co-working
Audience, ritual, and theatrical transformation
Chair: Alessandro Grilli (Università di Pisa)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Abigail Fixel (University of Haifa): Staging Absence: An Ancient Jewish Play’s Archaeological Imagination of the Jewish Hellenistic Past and Present
Maria Cristina Silvani (Università degli Studi dell’Aquila): «Il giuoco della reazione»: pubblico, ricezione e conflitto in Soffia, So’… di Garinei e Giovannini [“The Game of Reaction”: Audience, Reception and Conflict in Garinei and Giovannini’s Soffia, So’…]
Vincenzo De Masi (Guangdong University of Foreign Studies): Performing Heritage across Cultures: Embodiment, Digital Reenactment, and Intercultural Learning in Chinese–Italian Extended-Reality Environments  [online]
14:30–15:45  |  Auletta Maffei
Tragedy, grief, and redemption
Chair: Andrea Taddei (Università di Pisa)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Gabriela de Souza (Federal University of Technology – Paraná), Sergio Maciel Junior (Federal University of Paraná) and Jaqueline Bohn Donada (Federal University of Technology – Paraná): On tragedy and the tragic: The stage of classical tragedy and the possibilities of tragedy in modernity  [online]
Angela Mendoza (University of California, San Diego): Public Grief and Nostalgia as a Method of Connection and Identification: The Sad Chicana/o
Marsha McCoy (Southern Methodist University, Dallas): Betrayal and Resolution: The Anthropology and Politics of Redemption in Sophocles’ Philoctetes  [participation mode to be confirmed]
16:05–17:20  |  Co-working
Bodies, memory, and performative limits
Chair: Emanuel Stelzer (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Flavia Collyer-Powell (University of Oxford): Reading Roman Taboo in Seneca's Thyestes
Arianna Frattali (Università di Milano): Rethinking Theatrical Barter through the lens of performance anthropology: Odin Teatret’s experience in Seventies
Annamaria Ferrentino (Université Jean Moulin Lyon 3 / Università di Napoli L’Orientale): Il buio in scena. Pratiche, corpi e memorie della Nuova Drammaturgia Napoletana [Darkness on Stage: Practices, Bodies and Memories of the New Neapolitan Dramaturgy]
16:05–17:20  |  Auletta Maffei
Dramaturgy, heritage, and transformative performance
Chair: Simona Brunetti (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Anoop VR (Kerala Kalamandalam): Theatre and Text. Sree Narayana Guru as a Dramaturg of Social Transformation
Pietro Balzarini (independent scholar): Scene burattinesche quali rituali trasformativi di vivificazione [Puppet Scenes as Transformative Rituals of Vivification]  [online]
Maria Rita Chierchia (Università di Messina): Il Cunto contemporaneo: restituzione teatrale di una memoria rituale tra Metacunto e Coefficiente di perdita [The Contemporary Cunto: Theatrical Restitution of a Ritual Memory between Metacunto and Loss Coefficient]  [online]
Friday afternoon and evening events
17:40–18:40  |  Co-working

Book presentation
Sophokles, Die Trachinierinnen. Tragödie, übersetzt und annotiert von Kurt Steinmann, mit einem Essay von Anton Bierl, herausgegeben von Anton Bierl (Schwabe Verlag).
Speakers: Anton Bierl (editor) and Gherardo Ugolini (Università di Verona)
21:15  |  Fucina Culturale Machiavelli, via Madonna del Terraglio 10, Verona

Performance  Cassandra, at the End, by Dijana Mitrović
Followed by a Q&A with Dijana Mitrović and the company

Performing: Ivona Kustudić and Mirjana Jelić
Cello and music: Kristina Antić
Lighting design: Milan Janevski
Concept and direction: Dijana Mitrović

Saturday 21 November
	Time
	Room
	Event

	09:30–10:45
	Co-working
	Bodies, space, and ritual participation
Massimo Roberto Beato; Karolina Lambrou; Manlio Marinelli

	10:45–11:05
	—
	Coffee break

	11:05–12:20
	Co-working
	Performance, protest, and collective identity
Antara Bhattacharya; Shruti Mangla; Anthi Chotzakoglou

	12:20–12:35
	Co-working
	Closing remarks: Silvia Bigliazzi (Università di Verona); Alessandro Grilli (Università di Pisa)



09:30–10:45  |  Co-working
Bodies, space, and ritual participation
Chair: Nicola Pasqualicchio (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Massimo Roberto Beato (Università della Tuscia, Viterbo): Spatiality and the Performer-Spectator Relation. Towards an Anthropology of Emplaced Participation  [online]
Karolina Lambrou (Theological School of the Church of Cyprus): The Turn to Ritual: The Viennese Actionists’ Performative Art  [online]
Manlio Marinelli (Teatro Libero Palermo): Il corpo del pantomimo [The Body of the Pantomimus]  [online]
11:05–12:20  |  Co-working
Performance, protest, and collective identity
Chair: Emanuel Stelzer (Università di Verona)
Three papers of 20 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Antara Bhattacharya (Jamia Millia Islamia): Theatre Anthropology and the Planetary Crisis: An Eco-Cultural Analysis of Select Performances by Kinnari Ecological Theatre Project (KETEP)  [online]
Shruti Mangla (Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University): Theatre as Protest in Indian Drama  [online]
Anthi Chotzakoglou (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens): Identity Construction and Trauma Processing as a Collective Experience through Popular Culture  [online]
12.20-12.30  |  Co-working
Closing remarks
Silvia Bigliazzi (Università di Verona, Skenè Research Centre)
Alessandro Grilli (Università di Pisa) 
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